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“We need strength moving us 
forward,” North Carolina Gov. 
Roy Cooper said at a press 
briefing on Tuesday in Raleigh. 
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Leaders 
must make 
peace amid 
protests 
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RALEIGH 

North Carolina Gov. Roy 
Cooper on Tuesday talked 
about the protests over the 
killing of George Floyd and 
“the backdrop” of the coro- 
navirus pandemic. 

At the same time Cooper 
held the media briefing, a 
fourth day of protests had 
begun in downtown Raleigh. 

As in cities across the coun- 
try, Raleigh has seen nightly 
protests due to the killing of 
Floyd, an African-American 
man, by police in Minneapolis 
on May 25. An officer is 
charged with murder after 
holding Floyd on the ground 
with his knee for nearly nine 
minutes. During many pro- 
tests, including the one in 
Raleigh on Tuesday, protest- 
ers knelt for nine minutes in 
memory of Floyd. 

President Donald Trump, 
however, called governors’ 
recent responses to protests 
“weak.” 

In his press briefing, Coop- 
er referenced Trump’s recent 
photo op where he held up a 
Bible at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Washington, D.C. 


SEE COOPER, 6A 
COVID-19 infections as of 6 
p.m. Tuesday 


N.C. 


30,022 


confirmed cases 


961 


deaths 


1,841 


confirmed cases 


39 


deaths 
DURHAM CO. 


1,706 


confirmed cases 


4] 


deaths 
ORANGE CO. 


360 


confirmed cases 


40 


deaths 


SOURCE: THE N&O GATHERS THIS DATA 
FROM NCDHHS AND COUNTY HEALTH 
DEPARTMENTS. 


Protests again peaceful 
as curfew stays in effect 
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Protesters shake hands with members of the State Capitol Police on Tuesday after the officers took a knee at the State Capitol in Raleigh. 
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RALEIGH 

The protesters who chanted 
and marched through down- 
town Raleigh this weekend 
encountered Raleigh police 
officers as few of the city’s resi- 
dents ever have. 

Instead of the familiar light 
blue uniforms, many of the 
officers who confronted and 
pursued protesters Saturday and 
Sunday wore black riot gear, 
with helmets, face shields and 
gas masks that obscured all but 
their eyes. Most held yellow 
batons or guns that could fire 
foam bullets an inch and a half 
around. 

As North Carolina’s capital 
city, Raleigh sees more marches 
and protests than most, includ- 
ing the recent demonstrations 
urging Gov. Roy Cooper to lift 
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restrictions meant to curb the 
spread of coronavirus. The pro- 
tests over police violence 
against African-Americans, in 
response to the death of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis, attracted 
thousands over two nights. 
Protesters and critics say the 
appearance of police in riot gear 
antagonized the crowds and 
helped create an atmosphere 
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Protesters hold a rally Tuesday at the North Carolina GOP 
headquarters on Hillsborough Street in Raleigh. 


that led police to disperse peo- 
ple with gas and flash grenades 
both nights. The ACLU of North 
Carolina condemned the use of 
“violent and militarized tactics” 
by law enforcement agencies in 
the state over the weekend, and 
two Raleigh City Council mem- 
bers criticized what they consid- 
ered police mishandling of the 
protests. 

“It is my firm belief that at 
various points throughout the 
evening, the Raleigh Police 
Department escalated the sit- 
uation during the protests in- 
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RALEIGH 

Raleigh protesters took to the 
streets in large numbers again 
Tuesday, urging people to re- 
member George Floyd — the 
man who was killed by police 
last week in Minneapolis. 

Tuesday, police acknowl- 
edged their effort. After protest- 
ers at the State Capitol shouted, 
“kneel with us” in the after- 
noon, officers took a knee and 
were greeted with hugs. 

Later Tuesday night, Raleigh 
police waiting in a line in front 
of the Raleigh Municipal Build- 
ing did the same as a different 
group arrived. That group asked 
Raleigh Police officers to kneel 
with them. Each officer took a 
knee for a few seconds. Some 
protesters shook hands with the 
officers. While that satisfied 
some, others in the group 
weren’t convinced, shouting 
insults at the police. 

Tuesday night’s protests were 
peaceful for the second night in 
a row as the city again had a 
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Cooper tells Republicans to plan for 
scaled-down convention in Charlotte 
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North Carolina Gov. Roy Coop- 
er on Tuesday refused to guaran- 
tee the full Republican National 
Convention that GOP leaders 
want in Charlotte, leaving the 
door open for a scaled-back event 
but sending Republican officials 


scouting other cities. 

The four-day convention is 
scheduled to start Aug. 24 at 
Charlotte’s Spectrum Center. 

In a letter, the governor told 
RNC officials that face coverings 
and social distancing are “a ne- 
cessity” as they plan a convention 
during the novel coronavirus 
pandemic. Republican leaders 
and President Donald Trump had 
asked for 19,000 people in at- 


tendance with no social distanc- 
ing and no masks. 

North Carolina is in Phase 2 
of its economic reopening. In- 
door gatherings are currently 
limited to 10 people. 

“As much as we want the con- 
ditions surrounding COVID-19 to 
be favorable enough for you to 
hold the convention you describe 
in late August, it is very unlikely,” 
Cooper wrote RNC officials. 


“Neither public health officials 
nor I will risk the health and 
safety of North Carolinians by 
providing the guarantees you 
seek.” 

Moments after Cooper’s letter 
was made public, Ronna McDa- 
niel, chairwoman of the Repub- 
lican National Committee, 
tweeted Tuesday that the 
committee would “begin visiting 
the multiple cities and states 
who have reached out in recent 
days about hosting an historic 
event to show that America is 
open for business.” 
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